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JANUARY 3, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Jesus enters our world full of grace and truth. 

Sunday John 1:1-18 The Word became flesh 

Monday Jeremiah 31:7-14 Israel will return to its own land 

Tuesday Ephesians 1:3-14 Spiritual blessings in Christ 

Wednesday Matthew 2:1-12 The visit of the wise men 

Thursday Colossians 1:15-23 The person and work of Christ 

Friday Genesis 1:1-4 God creates light 

Saturday Psalm 147:12-20 Sing and praise the Lord 

Sunday Mark 1:4-11 The baptism of Jesus 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
John 1:14 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Almighty and merciful God, we thank you for blessing us in Christ with every spiritual blessing. 
Amen. (Ephesians 1:3) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Dear God, you who give us food to eat and Jesus to meet, thank you for your abundant love that 
comes to us from above. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God shine the light of Christ, full of grace and truth, on you now and always.  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 What are some of your memories of the Christmas season this past year?  

 In what ways can you focus on Jesus’ birth during the 12 days of Christmas? 

 Is it important to you that Jesus, God the Son, became human? Why or why not? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  John 1:1-18. 
The Gospel of John does not have a birth story like Matthew or Luke. In a sense, this is John’s 
birth story, but instead of talking about Mary, Joseph, and Bethlehem, John speaks about what 
Jesus’ birth means for us: light for the world; the Word of God becomes human in Jesus Christ; 
through the Word that is Jesus, we are given grace and truth; we are given grace upon grace; 
all that God intends for us is shown to us through God’s only Son, Jesus. John places all of this 
in the context of the creation story. In the Genesis creation story, God speaks and light, sky, dry 
land, and all of creation happens. In John 1 this speaking God is portrayed as the Word that has 
now taken on human form in Jesus. Through Jesus the Word now reveals something, God’s 
grace and truth intended for all that God has made. It is a promise of abundance that lavishes 
God’s goodness on earth through Jesus. This Jesus, the Word become flesh, will turn water into 
wine (John 2:1-11) and later in his ministry state that he brings the abundant life (John 10:10), 
all of which flows out of John’s opening statement about the Word that becomes flesh and is 
full of grace and truth. How do you experience God’s grace and truth in daily life? 
Pray:  God of grace and truth, we thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus Christ, the Word 
that became human and speaks to us and gives us your abundant love and mercy. Amen. 

SERVICE 
All the Scripture readings this week speak of God’s abundant love showered on God’s people. 
We live in a world where not all people have enough to eat or have adequate shelter. How can 
you take action steps to be the hands, feet, and voice of God’s love to others this week?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
During Advent and the Christmas season, we light candles to symbolize the light of God coming 
into the world through the birth of Jesus. Place a candle as a centerpiece on your dinner table 
this week. Before each meal, as you light the candle: 
Say: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. The light no darkness can overcome. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

JANUARY 3, 2021 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Angels from the 
Realms of Glory 


