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CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA

“Helping others receive grace, purpose and direction by proclaiming Christ’s love.”

17 East 27" Street
Scottsbluff, NE
(308) 632-8023
calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org

Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 a.m.
September 10, 2023



Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God’s people to worship our Lord. We pray
our worship together would strengthen your faith and increase your desire to know and
serve the One who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus
Christ.
Visitors, if you are worshipping with us today,
we are glad to have you with us. Please join us again soon!

(In preparation for our worship together, you are invited to take a moment of silence to
offer your own prayers of worship and praise.)

KEY: ELW and any page number = Worship hymnal (cranberry),
OSB = Other Song Book (red), W&P = Worship & Praise (purple).
* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type.

Prelude Music “Knowing You” BOB #138
“Gather Us In” ELW #532

Welcome and Announcements

+WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS+

Welcome Song: “Earth and All Stars” ELW #731
vv. 1,4&5
1. Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm!
Sing to the Lord a new song!

Refrain: God has done marvelous things.
| too sing praises with a new song!

4. Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain




5. Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

*Confession of Sins/Assurance of Forgiveness
(All may make the sign of the cross + the sign marked at baptism, as we begin)

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we
have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us
back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond
compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In -+ Christ, you are already
and always forgiven. Amen.

Song of Praise: “He has made me glad” W&P #54

| will enter His gates
With thanksgiving in my heart
I will enter His courts with praise
| will say this is the day
That the Lord has made
I will rejoice
For He has made me glad



Refrain: He has made me glad
He has made me glad
I will rejoice for
He has made me glad
He has made me glad
He has made me glad
I will rejoice for
He has made me glad

*Greeting
The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

O Lord God,

enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us

toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

+GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO US+

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, "O
wicked ones, you shall surely die," and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your
hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

1Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: "Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we
live?" 11Say to them, As | live, says the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your
evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:33-40

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

34Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

%¥Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

¥"Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood:;
give me life in your way.

38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

%Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

80we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. °The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." *°Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

1Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; *?the night is
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; et us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. **Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: “Open our eyes, Lord” W&P #113

Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus,

To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love Him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.
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*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

Response after the announcement of the gospel:
Glory to you, O Lord.

151 another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. ®But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. *’If the member refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. **Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 2°For where two or three are gathered in
my name, | am there among them."

Response after the gospel reading:
Praise to you, O Christ.

Kid’s Sermon/Bible Presentation: Angie Hinze

Sermon: PMA Bill Huelle

(Silence for Reflection and Meditation.)

++WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD+

*Song of the Day: “Make me a channel of your peace” W&P #95

1. Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

2. Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;
where there is darkness, only light;
and where there’s sadness, ever joy.



3. O Master, grant that | may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love with all my soul.

4. Make me a channel of your peace.
Itis in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

*Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
(Sung Prayer Response)

Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:

peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

ELW #178



*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

“God’s Work” Choir

*Offertory Prayer

God of power, God of plenty,
all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

+HOLY COMMUNION+
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever, and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.



Distribution of Communion:

Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper with gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

All are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion.

(Communion will be served continuously at two stations in the front of the church.
WHITE GRAPE JUICE and GLUTEN FREE WAFERS are available. Just ask the server.
Children who are not yet communicants are invited to come forward for a blessing.)

Distribution Song: “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”

Refrain: You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,
we follow and rejoice. Refrain

2. With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav'nly food. Refrain

3. Is not the cup we bless and share
the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
our oneness in the Lord? Refrain

4. The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain

5. You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity. Refrain

ELW #484



*Post-Communion Blessing

*Post-Communion Prayer

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

+WE DEPART TO SERVE+

*Benediction

The God of glory, *+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in

you, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
| have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what | can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3. “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

*Dismissal

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers+
Prayers for healing: Alli Meyers (Health Problems—Marissa Wright's friend), Joy
Arnold (Cancer), Brenda & kids, Joni (stage 4 cancer), Aimee Roos (colon cancer &
critical kidney disease—Penny Stevens’ nephew’s wife), Kathy Johnson (health
issues), Marsha Bueide (recovering), William Gibbs (Cancer—brother of Larry Gibbs),
Vicki Schmidt (cancer treatment), Linda Spomer (healing/pain from broken back),
Neal Blomenkamp (recovering), Catherine Rahrs (Val Rahrs’ mother), Patty (cancer—
Jim Dorn’s sister-in-law).

Prayers for comfort and safety: Jeffery Christeleit (deployed—Brian & Jodi Christeleit’s
son and Jim & Sheila Miller's grandson).

9099900900990

Sydney Hinze, 9/11; Jackie Gregory, 9/11; Hunter Christeleit, 9/12;
Aaron Martin, 9/13; Angie Aguallo, 9/13; Jacob Aguallo, 9/15

If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks.

YOUR GIVING ONLINE
Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website:
www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the
Give Online button OR download the Vanco Now
App on your smartphone. It's safe and secure. SCAN ME
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https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff/

SEPTEMBER FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED
FOOD PANTRY: Soups
BACKPACKS: Small cereal
Containers are located outside Fellowship Hall.
Thanks for your generosity.

N CLCW SEPTEMBER MISSION
DOVES PROJECT: D.O.V.E.S.

Domestic violence is a constant concern in our local communities. Scottsbluff/Gering provides
access to a 24 hour crisis hotline and a shelter, where those trying to escape abuse may find
refuge. The shelter is always grateful for cash donations to help people set up new households.
Some needed supplies: Non-perishable foods, brooms, mops, buckets, paper towels, and
sponges. Other items needed: dishes, pots/pans, silverware, small knives, can openers, potato
peelers, stirring spoons, etc., toys, books, puzzles for the kids, sanitary products, shampoo,
conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrush, hair brush, combs, shaving cream, nail clippers, nail files,
and bodywash. No clothing, please. Donations may be placed in the tan “Designated Giving”
envelopes in the pews. Please be sure to mark on them CLCW Project on the envelope. Thank

you for your support.

Sing Praise to the Lord!
Calvary’s Choir practice has begun. Practice is on ’ ;
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Choir Loft. If you love to  w——=
sing God’s Praise, you are welcome to join us. Hope L %;
to see you there! :
Questions? Call Becky Martin at 436-3993.

Qeuvthe
© Chotrt

&)

OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutherans)

OWLS has been rescheduled to September 13w, S
Come enjoy a BBQ. Then stay for fellowship & some fun
games in the Fellowship Hall!

Come join us for a fun afternoon!
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JAM on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Our Wednesday evening youth group is for kids in kindergarten through

6th grade. We begin with dinner (enchiladas/chips&salsa/fruit/dessert) at
5:30 p.m. followed by storytelling, music, crafts, games, and lots of fun
until 7 p.m. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact Angie at the church.

Our first EPIC meeting is Today, September 10!

Our middle school/high school youth group is for kids in 61-12t
grade. We will begin our year with an outdoor picnic/lake party at Wally
and Kathy Randall's home. We will meet at the church at 11:30 a.m.
and drive out to the Randall home. We will have hot dogs/chips and
dessert and then have some fun swimming in their private lake. Bring a
friend and don't miss out on this fun time! Bring your swimsuit, your
towel and plan for a fun time!

RECEPTION FOR RHONDA'’S RETIREMENT

Please plan on joining us following services on Sunday, September 17, to honor Rhonda
Boettcher, on her retirement from Calvary’s music team. Rhonda joined us January 1, 2019, to
play the pipe organ and, when needed, the piano or Clavinova.

A major change which came with Rhonda’s tenure at Calvary was moving the pipe organ
console from the balcony to the front of the sanctuary.

This culminates a career of over sixty years in supplying music for churches. Many thanks to
Rhonda for her nearly five years of service at Calvary. Her music has greatly enhanced our
worship services.

Confirmation Classes

Classes will convene each Wednesday evening from 6—7 ’ .
p.m. beginning September 20th. Please refer to the CM Ww/f/

letter you received in August from PMA Bill Huelle for

details. Parents are asked to be involved in the é‘

confirmation program. Dinner will be provided. For any .
questions or concerns, please see PMA Bill Huelle.
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WORSHIP LEADERS

This Sunday — September 10

PMA Bill Huelle

USHERS: Chris & Barb Jensen

LAY READER: Angie Hinze

HEAD COMMUNION ASST: Vicki Howell
COMMUNION ASSTS: Deb Brown &
Marlene Downer

POWERPOINT: Matt Payne
ACOLYTES: Jack & Max Judy

MEDIA: Jeff Van Patten

AUDIO: Maunette Loeks-Van Patten
ALTAR GUILD: Deb Brown, Vicki Howell,
Tracy Steele, Shari Copsey

PIANIST: Tahnee Hutchinson

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Please sign up!

Next Sunday — September 17

USHERS: Monty & Shari Copsey

LAY READER: Marissa Wright

HEAD COMMUNION ASST: Barb Jensen
COMMUNION ASSTS: Rick & Lynn
Margheim

POWERPOINT: Mary Jo Huelle
ACOLYTES: Kippen Conchran & Ben
Moravec

MEDIA: Chris Jensen

AUDIO: Jim Dorn

ALTAR GUILD: Andi Dorn, Shelly Koehler
ORGANIST: Rhonda Boettcher

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Please sign up!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, September 10
Bible Presentations
10 a.m. — Worship
11 a.m. — Coffee & Fellowship in
Fellowship Hall
11:30 a.m. — EPIC @ Randall's

Monday, September 11
2 p.m. — Priscilla Circle @
Calvary’s Fellowship Hall
6 p.m. — Council Meeting

Tuesday, September 12
1 p.m. — Quilting

Wednesday, September 13
12 p.m. — OWLS Luncheon
5:30 p.m. — JAM
5:45 p.m. — Outreach
NO Choir Begins

Saturday, September 16
9 a.m. — Trustee
5:30 p.m. — Worship

Sunday, September 17
10 a.m. — Worship
11 a.m. — Rhonda’s Retirement in
Fellowship Hall
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 L
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY - mr.:&.
AFTER PENTECOST ™ _ _ . faith

home

Love your neighbor as yourself.
S

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday Matthew 18:15-20
Monday Ezekiel 33:7-11
Tuesday Romans 13:8-14
Wednesday Deuteronomy 4:5-14  Israel is favored by God
Thursday  Galatians 5:13-15
Friday Leviticus 19:9-18
Saturday Psalm 119:33-40
Sunday Matthew 18:21-35

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Seeking reconciliation
God’'s judgment seeks repentance

Love for one another

Christ gives freedom

Living a holy life

A prayer for understanding
A parable about forgiveness

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Romans 13:9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
God of goodness and mercy, give us hearts to love and to care for others as you care forus
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, with this gift of food strengthen us to delight in your law of love for the sake of all you
have created through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you long for the ways of God that teach love and mercy through Jesus Christ.
[}
..
.
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 A
HYMN OF THE WEEK

. taking
beloved,God's Chosen 5, * faith

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22 home

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

® What news have you seen or heard recently where laws have been hroken?
® Jesus said, “love vour neighbor as yourself. " What makes it hard to love others as you
love yourself?

DEVOTIONS 2>

Read: Romans 13:8-14.

The law of God was—and is—intended as a gift from God that we may live in peace with one
another. The commandments are plain and simple: we should not commit adultery, murder,
steal, or covet what others have. The law mirrors the love of God that intends goodness and
mercy for people. As Deuteronomy 4:8 states, “[W]hat other great nation has statutes and
ordinances, as just as this entire low that | am setting before you today ?" The law demands
right action toward people that is merciful, especially for the less powerful who cannot
otherwise protect themselves. Mercy is well summarized by saying, “Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Romans 13:9), a reference to Leviticus 19:18 that was quoted by lesus, Paul, and
others in the Bible The gospel life offers mercy and acts of love for the sake of the health of
individuals and communities alike.

Discuss: What do you think it means to show mercy through the love and care of others?
Pray: Loving God, we thank you for the gift of your law and for freeing us to love others as
you have loved us through lesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE <f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week,
how can you care for the daily needs of others?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Bible studies, Sunday school, and youth groups are wonderful opportunities to gather to read
the Bible, have caring conversations, and learn together. Think or talk about where and how
you learn God's word. Psalm 119 is a lovely text that promotes leamning God's will and word.
Pray: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end. Give me
understanding, that | may keep your low and observe it with my whole heart. Amen.

(Psalm 112:33-34)

HISTRY

For a larger printable ‘Taking Faith Home' go to our website calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org
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