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“Helping others receive grace, purpose and direction by proclaiming Christ’s love.”

17 East 27" Street
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(308) 632-8023
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Third Sunday of Easter

A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God’s people to worship our Lord. We pray
our worship together would strengthen your faith and desire to know and serve the One
who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus Christ.

(In preparation for our worship together, you are invited to take a moment of silence to
offer your own prayers of worship and praise.)

KEY: ELW and any page humber = Worship hymnal (cranberry),
OSB = Other Song Book (red), W&P = Worship & Praise (purple).
* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type.

Prayer Before Worship: God of surprising revelations, we thank you that when you
come to your people, you speak peace and invite faith in you. Give us ears to hear your
will for us, hearts that are open to your word, and eyes to see your presence in the
world; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prelude Music “Travelers on a Journey” Dakota Road
“Morning Has Broken” ELW #556

Welcome and Announcements

+WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS+

Welcome Song: “Alleluial Jesus is Risen” ELW #377
vv. 1,4&5

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

4. Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain
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5. City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,

sing with creation to God the | AM! Refrain

*Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us
give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your
own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give
new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and
cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new
path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified
and Risen One.

Amen.

*Song of Praise “Shout to the Lord” W&P 124
My Jesus, my Savior,
Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days | want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
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My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that | am
never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.
| sing for joy at the work of your hands;
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise | have in you.

*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

+GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO US+

First Reading: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. *Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. “He fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" °He asked, "Who are you,
Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. °But get up and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do." [ The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one.® Saul got up from the
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he was without sight, and neither
ate nor drank.



'“Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” "' The Lord said to him, “Get up and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, *?and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” *But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; **and here he has authority from the chief priests
to bind all who invoke your name.” "*But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an
instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before
the people of Israel; "1 myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name.” ' So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent
me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” ¢ And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, *° and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 2° and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 30 Read Responsively
1 will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

20 LorD my God, I cried out to you,

and you restored me to health.

%You brought me up, O LoRD, from the dead;

you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;

give thanks in holy remembrance.

5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
SWhile | felt secure, | said,

“l shall never be disturbed.

"You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and | was filled with fear.

8 cried to you, O LORD;

| pleaded with my Lord, saying,

%“What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;

O LORD, be my helper.”



You have turned my wailing into dancing;

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
2Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LorD my God, | will give you thanks forever.

Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14

1Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, *2singing with full voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!"

13Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,

"To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!"

¥And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.

*Gospel Acclamation: “Celtic Alleluia”

Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia.

1. Give thanks to the Lord, who is good.
The love of the Lord knows no ending.
All in Israel say,

“God’s love has no end.” Refrain

3. The stone which the builders rejected,
becomes the cornerstone chosen.
Praise the work of God
for this marvel in our eyes. Refrain

*Gospel: John 21:1-19

Response after the announcement of the gospel:
Glory to you, O Lord.



IAfter these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias;
and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him,
"We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing.

4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. *Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered
him, "No." ®He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. "That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped
into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and

bread. °Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." *'So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 2Jesus said to
them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who
are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. *Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

5When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love you."
Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 1A second time he said to him, "Simon son of
John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love you." Jesus
said to him, "Tend my sheep." 1’He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do
you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?"
And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you." Jesus said to
him, "Feed my sheep.

18Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to
go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to

go." ¥(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After
this he said to him, "Follow me."

Response after the gospel reading:
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon: Christine Howlett



Sermon:
(Silence for reflection and meditation)
++WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*Song of the Day: “What Wondrous Love is This”

1. What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse
for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?

2. When | was sinking down,
sinking down, sinking down,
when | was sinking down, sinking down,
when | was sinking down
beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown
for my soul, for my soul,

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

3. To God and to the Lamb
I will sing, | will sing;
to God and to the Lamb | will sing;
to God and to the Lamb,
who is the great | AM,
while millions join the theme,
I will sing, | will sing,
while millions join the theme, | will sing.

Pastor Kathy

ELW #666



4. And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free,
I'll sing God's love for me,
and through eternity
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and through eternity I'll sing on.

*Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church: “O Lord Hear My Prayer” ELW #751
(Sung Prayer Response)

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
when | call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
come and listen to me.
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*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(You are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another)

Offering “Mighty is Our God” Choir

*Offertory Prayer

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

+HOLY COMMUNION+
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins.
*The Great Thanksgiving Page 144
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy
Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever, and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. All is ready and all are welcome.

Distribution of Communion:

Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper with gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.
All are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion.

(Communion will be served continuously at two stations in the front of the church.
APPLE JUICE and GLUTEN FREE WAFERS are available. Just ask the server.
Children and others who are not yet communicants are invited to come forward for a
blessing.)
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Distribution Music “Blessing, Honor, and Glory” ELW #433

*Post-Communion Blessing
And now, may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ -+ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace this day and always. Amen.

*Post-Communion Prayer

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of
your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary
world. Amen.

+WE DEPART TO SERVE+

*Benediction

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

*Sending Hymn: “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” ELW #535

Refrain:

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
(Repeat)

1. Christthe Lord to us said:
| am wine, | am bread,
| am wine, | am bread,
give to all who thirst and hunger.
(Repeat)

Refrain:

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
(Repeat)
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2. Now he sends us all out,

strong in faith, free of doubt,

strong in faith, free of doubt.

Tell to all the joyful gospel.
(Repeat)

Refrain:

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
(Repeat)

*Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Copyright Permissions: Liturgy: Sundays and Seasons v.20240320.1021 Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved.

Hymns: Alleluia: © 1985 OCP Publications OneLicense.net A-705226; What Wondrous Love Is This: Text: North American folk hymn, 19th
cent., alt. ©Public Domain. O Lord, Hear My Prayer: Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt. Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA
Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
OneLicense.net A-705226. Halleluah! We Sing Your Praises: Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 English text © 1984 Utryck, admin.
Walton Music Corp. OneLicense.net A-705226

In Our Thoughts and Prayers+
Prayers for healing: Diane Chapman (cancer treatment - Deb Brown’s cousin), Colton
(PTSD- Laurie Ruzicka’s nephew), Catherine Rahrs (major medical issues - Val Rahrs’
mother), Carter & Family (relatives of Janine Hergenreder), Marcy Miller (ongoing
health issues), Joni (cancer - friend of Laurie Ruzicka), Lynne (iliness from cancer
treatment - friend of Laurie Ruzicka), Charlie (cancer — Tracy Steele’s Uncle), Patty
(cancer - Jim Dorn’s sister-in-law), Mylah Buckley (health issues), Sharon Koch
(healing and recovery - Julie Aschenbrenner’s mother), Christine Howlett (iliness),
Stuart Hardin (iliness - friend of Kurt & Leah Nikont) John Haynie (Parkinson’s -
brother-in-law of Pastor Kathy), Spencer (health issues -brother of Susan Martin),
Becca Pierce and family (healing and recovery), Julianne (cancer — from Lakota
Center), Fonda (health issues — Cynthia Townsdin’s mother).

Prayers of comfort and peace: For the family and friends of Jerry Todd.
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Prayers for comfort and safety: Josh Kasting (deployed - nephew of Cory &
Gretchen Foster).

00000

B,I/R/T/H/DIA]Y

Matt Payne, 5/4; Sherry Belgum, 5/7

If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks.

YOUR GIVING ONLINE
GIVE+!loole

Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website:
www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the

Give Online button OR download the Vanco Now
App on your smartphone. It’s safe and secure.

MAY FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED
FOOD PANTRY: Oatmeal
BACKPACKS: Pudding Cups
Containers are located in the hallway by the garden doors.
Thank you for your generosity.

CLCW MAY MISSION PROJECT: Sullivan Hills Camp
@ This month we are asking your help in sending monetary support to

Sullivan Hills Camp which serves campers each summer in Western
Nebraska. The camp offers programs for grades 1-12, special needs

families, confirmation and also provides a beautiful setting for retreats.
Donations may be placed in the tan “Designated Giving” envelopes in the pews. Please be sure

to mark on them CLCW Project on the envelope. Thank you for your support.

SULLIVAN H1LLs CAMP

JAM
JAM End of the Year Party this Wednesday, May 7th.
Dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. Please reach out to Christine with any
questions
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Pastor Kathy
This Sunday — May 4

USHERS: Grant & Angie Hinze

LAY READER: Penny Stevens

HEAD COMMUNION ASST: Vicki Howell
COMMUNION ASSTS: Abby Newsom &
Tracy Steele

POWERPOINT: Shawna Payne
ACOLYTES: Brynlee and & Madi Payne
MEDIA: Maunette Loeks

AUDIO: Jeff Van Patten

ALTAR GUILD: Abby Newsom, Maunette
Loeks, Barb Jensen, Nannie Walsh
PIANIST: Tahnee Hutchinson

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP Volunteers

needed! Please contact Lynn Margheim!

Next Sunday — May 11
Confirmation Sunday
USHERS: Chris & Barb Jensen
LAY READER: Vicki Howell
HEAD COMMUNION ASST: Barb Jensen
COMMUNION ASSTS: Deb Brown &
Marlene Downer
POWERPOINT: Grant Hinze
ACOLYTES: Jack Judy and Mattea
Weitzel
MEDIA: Jeff Van Patten
AUDIO: Jim Dorn
ALTAR GUILD: Deb Brown, Vicki Howell,
Tracy Steele, Shari Copsey
ORGANIST: Tahnee Hutchinson
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP Volunteers
needed! Please contact Lynn Margheim!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, May 4
10 a.m. — Worship
11 a.m. — Coffee & Fellowship, Nashville
Trip Parent Meeting
12:30 p.m. - Vitality Initiative

Monday, May 5
7 p.m — Hannah Circle @ Becky Martin’s

Tuesday, May 6
1 p.m. — Quilting

Wednesday, May 7
12 p.m. - OWLS
5:30 p.m. — JAM End of the Year Party
7p.m. — Choir Practice

Thursday, May 8
4 p.m. — Executive Meeting

Saturday, May 10
NO Worship

Sunday, May 11
Mother’s Day / Confirmation Sunday
10 a.m. — Worship
11 a.m. — Coffee & Fellowship
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MAY 4, 2025 ._-
THIRD SUNDAY .~ taking

OF EASTER faith

Caring for others with God’s abundant joy.
S

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 21:1-19 Jesus appears to the disciples
Monday Acts 9:1-20 Conversion of Saul
Tuesday Revelation 5:11-14  Heavenly vision

Wednesday Genesis 18:1-15 Abraham and Sarah promised a son

Thursday 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 Encouragement to be generous
Friday James 1:2-8 Faith and wisdom

Saturday Psalm 30 God turns mourning into dancing
Sunday John 10:22-30 Jesus promises life to his sheep

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

John 21:15 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, like the disciples by the Sea of Galilee, give us courage, faith, and joy to be sent out
to follow you and care for others as you care for us through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord Jesus, you gave disciples fish and bread, we thank you for this food that we are fed. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God'’s care for you bring you joy.

L J
MILESTONES

MINISTRY

© 2024 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

MAY 4, 2025 , iy _A ._.
HYMN OF THE WEEK ¢ « @KIing

Let Us Talents and % . -
Tongues Employ o B .ﬂm _.ﬂ:

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22 home

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When have you done something that disappointed you or someone else? Explain.
e Whatisit like to be accepted and loved by God when you have disappointed yourself or
someone else?

DEVOTIONS '

Read: John 21:1-19.

At Jesus’ trial, Peter denied his Lord and his life as a disciple three times. Jesus announces that
he is the good shepherd (John 10) and, in this reading, Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, leads
Peter in the direction of reclaiming his discipleship. Jesus did not give up on Peter; nor had God
given up on the world that God loves. Even though Jesus was betrayed, tortured, and killed for
speaking and living faithfully, he shows up at the seaside. He blesses his disciples with a catch
of fish, feeds them, and gives Peter—and all of us—the marching orders of a disciple of Jesus:
to feed and care for God'’s sheep. Now, after his death and resurrection, that identity, that
calling, is given to Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee, and to all. It is a calling filled
with God’s abundant joy seen in Jesus’ first sign of turning water into wine at a wedding in
Cana. Now it is seen in the large number of fish caught and turned into a simple, yet joyous
feast.

Discuss: In what ways can you feed and care for God’s sheep?

Pray: Shepherding God, you care for us even when we fail; we thank you for Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, who now calls us to care for others with your love that knows no end. Amen.

us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, who do you know that would appreciate having a meal delivered to them?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS -

Early Christians were persecuted, even put to death, for practicing their faith. They worshipped
secretly in homes. A fish painted on the outside door of a house let other Christians know that
they would be safe and welcome inside. The fish has been used as a Christian symbol from the
earliest times of the church. The Greek word for fish is ichthus. The Greek letters form an
acrostic for Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior. Draw this symbol on a sheet of paper and display it
near the entrance of your home as a sign of your faith in Jesus. @A

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

%%
MILESIONES

MINISTRY

For a larger printable ‘Taking Faith Home' go to our website calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org
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