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First Sunday of Christmas 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God’s people to worship our Lord. We pray 
our worship together would strengthen your faith and desire to know and serve the One 
who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus Christ.  

 
Visitors, if you are worshipping with us today,  

we are glad to have you with us. Please join us again soon! 
 

 
 
Prelude Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Today, on this first Sunday in the Christmas season, let us mark in holy scripture, and 
with hymns sung from our hymnal resources, the tale of God’s loving purposes from the 
first days of our disobedience unto that glorious redemption brought us by the Holy Child, 
Jesus.) 

 

 

 
Opening Dialogue 
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice, poverty, political and economic crises 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, the Son, our Savior 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
 
 
 

KEY: ELW and any page number = Worship hymnal (cranberry),                          

OSB = Other Song Book (red), W&P = Worship & Praise (purple).                                                      

* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type. 
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Hymn:                                      “The Bells of Christmas”                                ELW #298   
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&4 

1. The bells of Christmas chime once more; 
the heav'nly guest is at the door. 

He comes to earthly dwellings still 
with new year gifts of peace, good will. 

 
4. Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 
to keep our Christmas with our king, 

until our song, from loving souls, 
like rushing mighty water rolls! 

 
 

*Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God of heaven and earth, our Redeemer, you have thrown a lifeline to us in 
our darkness and sinfulness – a beam of light that shines through Jesus.  Though born 
in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.  Though crucified on a cross, he is the 
Lord of life.  Buried, raised from the dead, and ascended, he is Lord of all and king of 
Kings.  Fill us with joy at the news of his human birth and first coming and the 
wonder and joy of his presence in the world now and in our hearts today.   Amen. 
 
 

☩GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO US☩ 

 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18, 3:1-6 
 

1:1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made 
the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night — and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
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3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden'?" 2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
"You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. 
 
 

Hymn:                                “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                         ELW #295  
                                                                                                                                    vv. 1 

1. Of the Father's love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 
 
 

Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a   
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; 
5and he shall be the one of peace. 
If the Assyrians come into our land 
and tread upon our soil, 
we will raise against them seven shepherds 
and eight installed as rulers. 
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Hymn:                                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                           ELW # 279  
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&2 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 

and peace to all the earth! 
 
 
Third Reading: Luke 1:26-40 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary 
said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 
the angel departed from her. 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.        
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Hymn:                                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                        ELW #272  
                                                                                                                                    vv. 1 

1. Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 
as seers of old have sung, 
it came, a flow'r so bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 
when half-spent was the night. 

 
 

Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25  
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 
 
 

Hymn:                                        “From Heaven Above”                                  ELW #268 
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&2 

1.  "From heav'n above to earth I come 
to bear good news to ev'ry home! 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to all the world, and gladly sing:" 
 

2.  "To you this night is born a child 
of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

this newborn child of lowly birth 
shall be the joy of all the earth." 
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20  
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 

 
Hymn:                             “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                       ELW #275 
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&2 

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
once you sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 
 
Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  



8 

 

3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
 
Hymn:                                     “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                              ELW #276                       
                                                                

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you! 

 
 
Brief Reflection on the stories                                                              Bill Huelle, PMA 
 
 
*Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

(You are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another) 
 
 



9 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Having offered ourselves and our gifts, let us pray…God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the 
angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all 
the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the Church 
 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger of the Savoir 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
By the brightness of his servant life, suffering death, and resurrection victory 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our journeys of faith; (insert) and all whom we 
name before you now in this silent moment [silence]….Send upon us and them your 
light: 
By the light of Jesus, show the world the way, the truth and the life. Give to the 
world your Christmas peace. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                         

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever, and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
 Praise God, all creatures here below! 

 Go, be the shepherds telling the story. 
 We will tell the good news in the streets and across the land. 
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 Go, become the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving and gifts. 
We will worship and serve with gifts of song, talents, and treasures. 
Go, be the angels announcing the Gifts of peace and joy. 
We will live with joy and we go now in the peace of the Christ-Child. 
 
May Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  And may  
Christ’s light and blessing fill our lives, our homes, and Christ’s Church. 

 Amen. 
 
 
*Sending Hymn:             “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                        ELW #288                                                                                
                                                                                                                              vv.1,2&3 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 
 
Postlude 
 
Copyright Permissions: Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103411. Scripture readings 

from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Music: The Bells of Christmas: Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt. ©Public Domain; Of the 
Father's Love Begotten: Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413, ©Public Domain; O Little Town of Bethlehem: Text: Phillips 
Brooks, 1835-1893, ©Public Domain; Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming: Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; 
Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 ©Public Domain From Heaven Above:  Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. 
Lutheran Book of Worship  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission 
or valid license from copyright administrator. OneLicense.net #A-705226;  Angels, from the Realms of Glory: Text: James Montgomery, 1771-
1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 ©Public Domain; Infant Holy, Infant Lowly:Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-
1933, alt. ©Public Domain; Good Christian Friends, Rejoice: Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, ©Public Domain 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers☩ 
Prayers for healing: Bonnie (hematoma in her leg—Susan Martin’s friend), Neal 
Blomenkamp, Jo Heidingsfelder, Joy Arnold (cancer— friend of Deb Brown), Marsha 
Bueide (stroke), Marti Wegelin, Mary Jane Brown (stroke—Deb Brown’s mother-in-
law), Paul Bueide (recovering), Kevin Feil (sepsis & cancer—Lindsey Singer & Melissa 
Guerrero’s father), Patty (cancer—Jim Dorn’s sister-in-law), Mary Jo Haack (Becky 
Martin’s mother). 
 

Prayers for comfort and safety: Jeffery Christeleit (deployed—Brian & Jodi Christeleit’s 
son and Jim & Sheila Miller’s grandson), B.J. Carr (deployed to Poland—Dee Brady’s 
son-in-law). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR GIVING ONLINE 
Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website: 
www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the 
Give Online button OR download the Vanco Now 
App on your smartphone. It’s safe and secure.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
JAM & EPIC on Christmas Break until  

January 11, 2023 
 

JANUARY  FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED 

FOOD PANTRY:  Cereal 

BACKPACKS:  16 oz jars of Peanut Butter 

Containers are located outside Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks for your generosity. 

 

 

No Birthdays this week! 
 

If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks. 

http://www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff/
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CLCW JANUARY MISSION PROJECT: 
ELCA Malaria Campaign 

Malaria is a leading cause of death in Africa.  It is preventable, treatable, 
and perpetuates poverty.  Just $10 can purchase a treated mosquito net, 
$50 feeds a refugee family for 1 week, $20 feeds 10 people at the soup 

kitchen, and $100 aids in scholarship support to train an international women’s leader. 
Donations may be made.  Be sure to designate CLCW on the envelope. 
 

Drivers Needed for Ruth Harris 

Ruth Harris is in need of a few people to drive her to/from Sunday service from Emerald 

Court once a month. If interested in volunteering your time please contact the church 

office for more information.   

 
 

Laundry Love 

Calvary has partnered with St. Francis Episcopal Church 

and First Presbyterian Church to provide a monthly 

Laundry Love Event in our community.  Calvary will host Laundry Love every 3rd month; our 

next event is January 21st.  In preparation for that day we will need quarters as well as 

dryer sheets or softener.  Laundry detergent has already been donated. So save your 

quarters and drop them in the Laundry Bottle outside the pastor’s office.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Endowment Fund application forms are now available 
in the office. These funds may be used for outreach: 
Churchwide, Nebraska Synod, and local. The deadline is 
January 31, 2022. 

Sunday, January 8th 

Lunch and Canvas Painting! Come join us after church at  1:30 

pm for lunch and then we will have a devotion and paint a 

canvas! After we paint, we can play cards and board games! 

Bring a friend! 

Please come and join us all     7th-12th graders! 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Pastor Brett Vander Berg 

 
This Sunday –  January 1 

 
PMA: Bill Huelle 
USHERS: Deb Brown & Vicki Howell 
LAY READER: Mary Jo Huelle 
POWERPOINT: Matt Payne 
ACOLYTES: Ben Moravec & Jacey Cochran 

MEDIA: Chris Jensen 
AUDIO:  Trea Hess 
ALTAR GUILD:  Deb Brown, Tracy Steele, 
Vicki Howell, Shari Copsey 
PIANIST:  Dee Brady 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Please sign up 

 
Next Sunday – January 8 

 
USHERS: Kent & Dawn Holub 
LAY READER: Angie Hinze 
HEAD COMMUNION ASST:  Jack Martin 
COMMUNION ASSTS: Tracy Steele & 
Chris Thomas 
POWERPOINT: Angela Bonow  
ACOLYTES: Merrick Walsh & Max Judy 
MEDIA: Maunette Loeks-Van Patten  
AUDIO: Val Rahrs 
ALTAR GUILD:  Andi Dorn, Shelly Koehler 
ORGANIST:  Rhonda Boettcher 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Please sign up! 
 

   
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Sunday,  January 1 

New Year’s Day 
Happy New Year’s 
10 a.m. – Worship 

11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Tuesday,  January 3 

12 p.m. – Women’s Study 
1 p.m. – Quilting 

 
Wednesday,  January 4 

12 p.m. – OWLs Luncheon 
7 p.m. – Choir Practice 

 
Saturday,  January 7 
5:30 p.m. – Worship 

 
Sunday, January 8 
10 a.m. – Worship 

11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. – EPIC Lunch & Canvas 
Painting 
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