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First Sunday in Lent

Prayer Before Worship: Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness
and brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your Church, that, as
we journey through this time we call Lent, we may walk through the wilderness of this
world toward the glory of the world to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(In preparation for our worship together, you are invited to take a moment of silence to
offer your own prayers of worship and praise.)

* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type.

A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God'’s people to worship our Lord. We pray
our worship together would strengthen your faith and desire to know and serve the One
who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus Christ.
Visitors, if you are worshipping with us in person or online today,
we are glad to have you with us.

Prelude Music

Welcome and Announcements

+WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS+

*Confession of Sins/Assurance of Forgiveness
(All may make the sign of the cross + the sign marked at baptism, as we begin)

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
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Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

God of the covenant,

In the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power of death and broke its hold
over your people. In this time of repentance, draw all people to yourself, that we
who confess Jesus as Lord may put aside the deeds of death and accept the life
of your kingdom; through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

+GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO US+

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 9:8-17

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, °'As for me, | am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, °and with every living creature that
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark. !| establish my covenant with you, that never again shall
all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth." 2God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 3| have set
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
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¥When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, *°I will remember
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. *wWhen the bow is in the
clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 1’God said to Noah, "This is the sign of
the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-10

To you, O LORD,

| lift up my soul.

2My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

3Let none who look to you be put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

“Show me your ways, O LORD,

and teach me your paths.

SLead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,

for they are from everlasting.

'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me
according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners in your way.

9You lead the lowly in justice

and teach the lowly your way.

All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness

to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

*Lenten Verse Page 142
Return to the Lord, your God,
For heis gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.



*Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

Response after the announcement of the gospel:
Glory to you, O Lord.

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 1°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from heaven, "You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased."

2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.

¥Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent,
and believe in the good news."

Response after the gospel reading:
Praise to you, O Christ.

Kid’s Sermon: Angie Hinze

Sermon: Pastor Chris

(Silence for Reflection and Meditation.)

+WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD+

*Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW #517
vv. 1&2
1. Lord, keep us steadfast in your word,;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally



*Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church:

Each petition ends with:
Hear us, O God...your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude with:
...through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Exchange of Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



*Offertory Prayer

Having offered ourselves and our gifts to God, let us pray.

Compassionate God, we offer you these gifts as signs of our time and labor.
Receive the offering of our lives, and feed us with your grace, that, even in the
midst of death, all creation might feast on your unending life in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

+HOLY COMMUNION+
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever, and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Distribution of Communion:
Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper with gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.
All are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion.
(Communion will be served continuously at one station in the front of the church with the
pulpit side of the church being dismissed first.
WHITE GRAPE JUICE and GLUTEN FREE WAFERS are available. Just ask the server.
Children who are not yet communicants are invited to come forward for a blessing.)

For those worshiping with us online who are interested in receiving Holy Communion,
Drive-Through Communion will be available in the parking lot immediately following the
worship service this morning from approximately 10:45 a.m.-11:15 a.m.
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“At the Table of the Lord” Choir

*Post-Communion Blessing

*Post-Communion Prayer

God of steadfast love, in this meal you nourish us with the gifts of faith and hope.
Sustain us on our journey, that refreshed by your grace, our lives would bear withess to
the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+WE DEPART TO SERVE+

*Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace. Amen.

*Hymn: “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” ELW #326
vv. 1&2
1. Bless now, O God, the journey
that all your people make,
the path through noise and silence,
the way of give and take.
The trail is found in desert
and winds the mountain round,
then leads beside still waters,
the road where faith is found.

2. Bless sojourners and pilgrims
who share this winding way;
your hope burns through the terrors,
your love sustains the day.

We yearn for holy freedom
while often we are bound;
together we are seeking
the road where faith is found.



*Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Copyright Permissions: Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103411.

Music: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word: Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. ©Public Domain;
Bless Now, O God, the Journey: Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-705226
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Marj Nikont, 2/23; Shelly Koehler, 2/23;
Bill Michael, 2/25; Alice Braaten, 2/26

If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks.

*In Our Thoughts and Prayers+

Prayers for healing: Caleb Payne (health issues), Bruce (Cancer treatments—friend of Jean
Collins & Cathy Johnson), Laynette Van Anne (brain tumor—friend of Dee Brady), LaDonna
Schmidt (colon cancer), Bill Steele (Recovering from COVID-19), Beth Janecek (Radiation),
Rich (COVID-19 recovery—brother of Barb Gorr), Cathy Rahrs (rehab @ home), Nancy &
Tracy Steele (COVID-19 health issues), Harlan Meyer (Lonnie Miller's uncle), Reuben & Gloria
Gorr (health issues), Alan (recovery of vision—Kathy Randall’s cousin), Jordan Hein (cancer
treatment—former member of Calvary), Julie (cancer treatment—Travis Miller family), Barb
(cancer—Marlene Downer’s sister-in-law), Joan (cancer—niece of Marj Nikont), Patty (cancer—
Jim Dorn’s sister-in-law).

Prayers of comfort and peace: For the family and friends of Gary Eskam, and for the family and
friends of Bonnie (cousin of Jack & Susan Martin)

Prayers of thanksgiving: For the healthy birth of Sawyer Lea Samuelson (parents-Chris and
Brooke Samuelson, grandparents-Neal and Lora Blomenkamp).

Prayers for our church, community, nation, and world: in this time of Covid-19 and general
unsettledness. For everyone in need!




Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request you would like added to the prayers of the people on
Sunday morning, during the week you may notify Christy in the church office or let us
know by filling out the online Attendance and Prayer Request card under the worship
tab on our website or on Sunday morning inform one of the ushers of your prayer
request and they will make a list and give those to the pastor before worship begins.

YOUR GIVING ONLINE
Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website:
GIVE L0 o www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the
(U Give Online button OR download the Give+Church
App on your smartphone. It's safe and secure.

FEBRUARY FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED

FOOD PANTRY: canned meats
BACKPACKS: granola bars
Containers are located outside Fellowship Hall.
Thanks for your generosity.

Fighting WOMEN OF THE ELCA FEBRUARY MISSION PROJECT:
Malaria 'he WELCA mission project for February will be the ELCA Malaria Campaign.
- $10 can purchase a treated mosquito net, $50 provides medicine for 25
K people, and $100 trains a village health team. Donations may be made. Be
sure to designate WELCA on the envelope.

AEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
Calling all 4th-8th graders! We would like to set up an acolyte schedule again, so if you
would like to be put on the acolyte schedule call/text Angie at 631-2768.
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Helpi J;oﬁ:;:mm}y GOD’'S WORK — OUR FINANCIAL
&A tion SUPPORT!

PARTWNERSHIP

oFf WESTERN NEBRASKA

The Community Action Partnership of Western Nebraska has a program to help families
in need of emergency financial assistance. They assist families with emergency shelter,
utility assistance, assistance with rent, and other needs. Let’s help support our
neighbors by contributing to this important program. For the months of February and
March, we are asking Calvary to prayerfully consider providing financial assistance. The
need is great at this time due to the financial hardships created by the COVID-19
pandemic. You can help by making a donation to Calvary Lutheran designated to this
cause. Please mark your offering as Emergency Family Support. A member of Calvary
has offered to match the congregational giving up to $500.

"For as you have done it for the least of those my brothers, you have done it for me.”
Matthew 25:40

Lutheran Family Service Telehealth Mental Health Services Now Available Here at Calvary

2020 has been a stressful year. If you have found the disruption of the holidays the last straw in
your ability to cope there is help available through Lutheran Family Services. LFS (Lutheran
Family Services) has partnered with several remote sites to provide counseling and other needs
through computer teleconferencing (or Telehealth).

If you would like to take advantage of these services, specifically talking with an LFS counselor,
come to Calvary and we can help connect you to a counselor! Or go online at www.LFSneb.org.
(You can also call LFS directly at 402-441-7940 or 1-833-903-2376.) Be prepared to spend about
15 to 30 minutes doing online paperwork, including your insurance information. Counseling
fees will be handled directly through LFS, there is no fee for use of the computer here at
Calvary, (it was provided by LFS) or for the use of the private space.

If life has you down, know there is someone to talk to and help you work through any of life’s
struggles including depression, relationship issues, parenting difficulties, abuse, as well as
getting through this pandemic. Starting the process is available anytime on your home
computer and scheduling an appt. with a counselor is very flexible on any computer with
camera and internet capabilities. If you would like to use the computer here at Calvary or begin
the process with assistance through the office, please come Monday through Thursday from 9-3
PM. (Not available Friday or Weekends.) You may also contact us for more information.

Please see the January Newsletter for more information!
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HOLY. VESSEES

A LENTEN SEASON OF RECOVERY

“He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.”
Matthew 8:17b

Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been
through a harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered for many their sense of
wholeness-body, mind, and spirit—like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this
Lenten ‘season of recovery’, we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of
divine solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey
toward making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.

Join us on Wednesday nights during Lent
@ 6:30 p.m.
as we discover how each of us is a holy vessel despite our brokenness.

Please note: there will be NO Lenten Dinners this year
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Pastors Chris and Sheryl Kester Beyer
This Sunday — February 21

USHERS: Vicki Howell & LaDonna Schmidt
LAY READER: Mary Jo Huelle
COMMUNION ASST: Bill Huelle
POWERPOINT: Andi Dorn

MEDIA: Maunette Loeks-Van Patten
ALTAR GUILD: Abby Newsom, Maunette
Loeks-Van Patten, Barb Jensen, Nannie
Walsh

ORGANIST: Rhonda Boettcher

SONG LEADER: Bill Huellle

Next Sunday — February 28

USHERS: Chris & Barb Jensen

LAY READER: Shari Copsey
COMMUNION ASST: Dennis Gorr
POWERPOINT: Matt Payne

MEDIA: Jeff Van Patten

ALTAR GUILD: Deb Brown, Vicki Howell,
Tracy Steele

PIANIST: Dee Brady

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, February 21
10 a.m. — Worship
10:45-11:15 a.m. — Drive Through
Communion

Monday, February 22
5 p.m. — Parish Ed Meeting

Tuesday, February 23
8:30 a.m. — Men’s Study @ Calvary’s
Fellowship Hall & on Zoom
12 p.m. — Women’s Study @ Calvary
1 p.m. — Quilting
7 p.m. — Pastor’s Bible Study

Wednesday, February 24
6:30 p.m. — Worship
Choir Practice following Worship

Saturday, February 27
5:30 p.m. — Worship

Sunday, February 28
10 a.m. — Worship
10:45-11:15 a.m. — Drive Through
Communion
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FEBRUARY 21, 2021 R -t a
FIRST SUNDAY taki :Q._.

IN LENT _ Faith
home

God’s mercy conquers evil.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Mark 1:9-15
Genesis 9:8-17
Tuesday 1 Peter 3:18-22
Wednesday 2 Samuel 24:10-17

Temptation of Jesus
Monday God’s promise to Noah
Suffering for doing right

Judgment on David’s sin

Thursday Titus 3:1-11 Maintain good deeds

Friday Hebrews 4:14-16 Jesus is the great high priest
Saturday Psalm 25:1-10 Prayer for guidance

Sunday Mark 8:31-38 Jesus predicts his death

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old. Psalm 25:6 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, thank you for entering our lives and our world to confront all that is opposed to
your reign of mercy through Christ, your Beloved Son. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, with this gift of food, let us remember your steadfast love and mercy that gives us life
that we may live with hope. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God lead you in truth and teach you the way of Christ our Lord. (Psalm 25:5)

_ ..r,.z., § © 2020 Milastones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

FEBRUARY 21, 2021 Ve —A .—-
HYMN OF THE WEEK o ta ing

O Lord, Th h h w " .
m@%hbnﬁﬁozb out These s L ﬁm —_ﬂ—.-
N home

WEEKLY MILESTONES =

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

* Howwould you describe evil?

* Tell or think about a time you felt tested or tempted to do something wrong.

® Jesus was tested by Satan. How is Jesus' confronting Satan in the wildemess a story of

hope?

DEVOTIONS '
Reod: Mark 1:9-15.
This text is a fitting beginning for the season of Lent. At Jesus’ baptism God intervenes by
opening up the heavens and speaking of Jesus as God's Beloved Son. Jesus is thrown into the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit to confront Satan, the personification of all that opposes God's
reign. Jesus endures, and he is cared for by the angels of God. Jesus then begins his own public
ministry following the arrest of John the Baptist. John's experience is a precursor to Jesus’ own
betrayal and arrest to fulfill all that God intends to do through the Beloved Son. And, then,
Jesus goes out to do the work of the kingdom, the reign of God that has not been stopped by
Satan and will not be stopped, ever. The preaching is simple: repent and believe in the good
news of God's reign. Repentance is not about remorse but about turning around and going in
another direction, toward God and what God can and will do. This Lent, we are reminded to
trust the work of God that will defeat everything oppesed to God's rule of steadfast love and
mercy. How will you repent and focus on the reign of God in your life and in the world?
Pray: Almighty and merciful God, help us to trust your reign p now and fo e
through Jesus, your Beloved Son and our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

The stery of Noah and the flood is a difficult story to grasp. The point of the story is that God's
demand for justice (the flood) is finally cutdone by God's mercy (a new beginning for creation
for those on the ark). Justice does not stand alone. It needs mercy, especially in our world
where no human has the wisdom of God to judge. Do you know someone who needs a word of
mercy? Write a note to that person and pray for them this week.

[
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &
Lent is a season filled with traditions that focus on discipline and discipleship. Choose a
devotional space in your home. Consider laying out a purple doth (the color for repentance
and Lent) and place a candle and Bible on it. Read the Daily Bible Readings. Use the Prayer for
the Week and add your own prayers. End the time by saying: Remember that you are God's,
and to God you shall return.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

For a larger printable ‘Taking Faith Home’ go to our website calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org
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