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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God’s people to worship our Lord. We pray 
our worship together would strengthen your faith and desire to know and serve the One 
who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus Christ.  

 
Visitors, if you are worshipping with us today,  

we are glad to have you with us. Please join us again soon! 

 
 
Prelude Music              “Each Winter As the Year Grows Old”                     ELW #252 
                                       “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                      ELW #254 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

☩WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS☩ 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. More and more 
candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World.  
God of Promise, come into our darkness. Renew your hope and peace in us, for 
you alone bring life out of death. 
Receive God’s promise of hope from Psalm 4: Know that the Lord has set apart the 
godly for himself; The Lord will hear when we call to him.  
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. We will lie down and sleep in 
peace, for you alone, O Lord, make us dwell in safety.  
 

(Light the Candles of Hope and Peace) 
 

Candle Lighting Song:                    “The Messiah”                                                 v. 2 
 

Someone’s shouting from city.  I am young, I am cold. 

Someone’s shouting from the country.  I am lonely, I am old.   
 

Chorus:  Messiah, Come and be our King. (repeat)  

KEY: ELW and any page number = Worship hymnal (cranberry),                          

OSB = Other Song Book (red), W&P = Worship & Praise (purple).                                                      

* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type. 
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Welcome Song:                   “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                            ELW #244 
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&4 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers,  
and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, 
and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising 
and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
at midnight comes the cry. 

 
4. Our hope and expectation, 

O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, 
o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 
we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption 
that sets your people free! 

 
 
*Confession of Sins and Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

(All may make the sign of the cross ☩ the sign marked at baptism, as we begin) 

     
Jesus said, Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of this life, 
but watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time of trial. With 
confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

(Time for reflection and self-examination) 
 
Light of the world, 
Your patience with us is never ending. You have shown us wonders, yet we are so 
often complacent. You have showered us with mercy, yet we withhold mercy from 
others. You have given us everything, and we act as though we were entitled all 
along. Forgive us these and all our secret sins. You know our hearts; we implore 
you to make us whole again. Amen. 
 
As the world darkens, the light of Christ shines even brighter. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, receive the forgiveness of sin and walk in the light of Christ. May our hearts 
overflow with gratitude at the gift of God’s mercy, and may we also be merciful in our 
turn. In the name of Christ. Amen.  
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Song of Praise:                               “He is Exalted”                                          W&P #55 
 

He is exalted, 
The King is exalted on high; 

I will praise Him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted, 

And I will praise His name. 
 

Jesus is Lord, 
Forever His truth shall reign; 

Heaven and earth 
Rejoice in His holy name. 

He is exalted, 
The King is exalted on high. 

 
He is exalted, 

The King is exalted on high; 
I will praise Him. 

He is exalted, forever exalted, 
And I will praise His name. 

 
Jesus is Lord, 

Forever His truth shall reign; 
Heaven and earth 

Rejoice in His holy name. 
He is exalted, 

The King is exalted on high. 
 
 
*Greeting        
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day  
 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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☩GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO US☩ 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  
9They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 

1Give the king your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 

 

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,  
9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing praises to your name"; 
10and again he says, 
 "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 
11and again, 
 "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples praise him"; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 "The root of Jesse shall come, 
 the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope." 
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13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 
*Gospel Acclamation:                       “Emmanuel”                                         W&P #36 

 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel; 
God with us, revealed in us; 

His name is called Emmanuel. 
(Repeat) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12                                         

 
Response after the announcement of the gospel: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight.'" 
4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy 
of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
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11I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

 
Response after the gospel reading: 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Kids Sermon:                                                                                                Angie Hinze 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                         Pastor Brett 
 

 (Silence for Reflection and Meditation.) 
 

 

☩WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD☩ 

 
*Song of the Day:                “Prepare the Royal Highway”                           ELW #264 
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&4 

 

1. Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 

a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, 

for he fulfills God's word! 
 

4. His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
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*Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
*Prayers of the Church:                W&P #27                                                                                                                

(Sung Prayer Response) 
 

I cast all my cares upon you; 
I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And anytime that I don’t know what to do,  

I will cast all my cares upon you. 
 
  
*Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

(You are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another) 
 

 
“Sing We the Song of Emmanuel”                                                                         Choir 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

Having offered ourselves and our gifts, let us pray… Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 

☩HOLY COMMUNION☩ 
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 

*Words of Institution                       
 

(The Words of Institution are spoken by the pastor, ending with… “now and forever. 
Amen.” The congregation responds by singing the refrain from “In the Singing”) 

                                                    
        

                                                       “In the Singing”                                         ELW #466 
 

Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 
be the wine of grace; 

Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, 
be the bread of peace. 

 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                         

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever, and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Invitation to Communion  
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 



11 

 

Distribution of Communion:  
 

Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper with gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
All are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion. 

(Communion will be served continuously at two stations in the front of the church. 
WHITE GRAPE JUICE and GLUTEN FREE WAFERS are available. Just ask the server.  

Children who are not yet communicants are invited to come forward for a blessing.) 
 

 

Distribution Song:                    “One Bread, One Body”                               ELW #496 
 

Refrain: One bread, one body, 
one Lord of all; 

one cup of blessings which we bless, 
and we, though many 
throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more.  Refrain 

 

2. Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 

 

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one for all.  Refrain 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

☩WE DEPART TO SERVE☩ 

*Benediction 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song:                 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                          ELW #836 
                                                                                                                                vv. 1&2  

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 

 
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in thee. 
                                                                                                                                              
 
*Dismissal                            
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Copyright Permissions: Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103411.  

Music: Each Winter As the Year Grows Older: Text: William Gay, b 1920, alt. Text and music © 1971 United Church Press OneLicense.net #A-
705226; Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, ©Public Domain; Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers:Text: Laurentius 
Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 ©Public Domain; He Is Exalted: CCLI Song # 17827 Twila Paris © 1985 Straightway Music 
(a div. of EMI Christian Music Publishing) Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect 
Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #1825044; Emmanuel: CCLI Song # 12949 Bob McGee © 1976 C.A. Music (Admin. 
by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #1825044; Prepare the 
Royal Highway: Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress.OneLicense.net #A-705226; Cares Chorus: CCLI Song # 25974 Kelly Willard© 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
(Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 
License # 1825044; In the Singing: CCLI Song # 5106884 Shirley Erena Murray © 1996 Hope Publishing Company CCLI License #1825044; One 
Bread, One Body: Text & Music: John Foley, S.J. © 1978, John Foley & OCP Publications, OneLicense.net #A-705226; Joyful, Joyful We Adore 
Thee: Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 ©Public Domain 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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☩In Our Thoughts and Prayers☩ 
Prayers for healing: Joy Arnold (cancer— friend of Deb Brown), Marsha Bueide 
(stroke), Marj Nikont (covid), Randy Schafer (issues from another stroke), Marti 
Wegelin, Mel Knoedler (recovering), Mary Jane Brown (stroke—Deb Brown’s mother-
in-law), Becky Michael  (stage 1 breast cancer), Paul Bueide (recovering), Kevin Feil 
(sepsis & cancer—Lindsey Singer & Melissa Guerrero’s father), Patty (cancer—Jim 
Dorn’s sister-in-law), Mary Jo Haack (Becky Martin’s mother). 
 

Prayers for comfort and safety: Jeffery Christeleit (deployed—Brian & Jodi Christeleit’s 
son and Jim & Sheila Miller’s grandson), B.J. Carr (deployed to Poland—Dee Brady’s 
son-in-law). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR GIVING ONLINE 
Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website: 
www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the 
Give Online button OR download the Vanco Now 
App on your smartphone. It’s safe and secure.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED 

FOOD PANTRY:  Packaged Cookies 

BACKPACKS:  Applesauce 

Containers are located outside Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks for your generosity. 

 

 

LuVerne Knoedler, 12/6; Donna Judd, 12/6;  

Val Rahrs, 12/6; Angela Bonow, 12/9 

 
If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks. 

http://www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff/


14 

 

CLCW DECEMBER MISSION PROJECT:  

Angel Tree 
The Angel Tree is up! Paper ornaments are on the tree with 
first name, age, and gift idea. Names are from the Lakota 
Lutheran Center.  Please bring your gift NO LATER THAN 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16th.  Please see the December Tidings 
for more information. 

 

 Coffee and Fellowship 

We would like to invite people to stay after worship for a time of fellowship. The 
coffee pot will be on, but if you would like to provide treats, please sign up on he 

sheet outside the office. 
 
 

 
Drivers Needed for Ruth Harris 

Ruth Harris is in need of a few people to drive her to/from church from Emerald 

Court once a month. If interested in volunteering your time please contact the 

church office for more information.   

 

Pastor’s Sunday Morning Study 

You are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM from November 6 - 
December 18 as we go through "Aging Faithfully" by Alice Fryling. As 

many at Calvary Lutheran enter later seasons of life, questions of life and 
faith take on new meaning. Aging faithfully doesn't 'just happen,' but 
there are wise guides who have modelled the way into this uncharted 

land. The group will be facilitated by Pastor Brett.  
If interested, please sign up on the sheet outside the office so we can make 

sure to have enough study books. 

JAM on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Our Wednesday evening youth group is for kids in kindergarten through 

6th grade. We begin with dinner (cheese ravioli/salad/bread/dessert) at 

5:30 p.m. followed by storytelling, music, crafts, games, and lots of fun 

until 7 p.m.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

contact Angie at the church.   
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Give an unexpected gift this Christmas. Gifts that grow the church, fight hunger, and 

transform lives.  Meaningful gifts for everyone on your list. See the bulletin board next to 

the Fellowship Hall or visit https://goodgifts.elca.org/ for your gift options. 

 
 
 

BELL RINGING FOR THE SALVATION ARMY 
Volunteers are needed to ring bells for the Salvation Army at Safeway on 

Saturday, December 17th from 9 am through 6 pm.  If you are willing to 
volunteer, please stop or call the church office to sign up. 

 

 

Endowment Fund application forms are now available 
in the office. These funds may be used for outreach: 
Churchwide, Nebraska Synod, and local. The deadline is 
January 31, 2022. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Pastor Brett Vander Berg 
 

This Sunday –    December 4 
 
USHERS: Dennis & Barb Gorr 
LAY READER: Angie Hinze 
HEAD COMMUNION ASST:  Shari Copsey 
COMMUNION ASSTS: Rick & Lynn 
Margheim 
POWERPOINT: Shawna Payne 

ACOLYTES: Merrick Walsh & Max Judy 

MEDIA: Chris Jensen 
AUDIO:  Trea Hess 
ALTAR GUILD:  Abby Newsom, Barb 
Jensen, Maunette Loeks-Van Patten, 
Nannie Walsh 

PIANIST:  Dee Brady 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Brynlee & Madi 
Payne 
 

Next Sunday – December 11 
 
USHERS: Monty & Shari Copsey 
POWERPOINT: Andi Dorn 

ACOLYTES: Ayden Tompkins & Micaela Hess 

MEDIA: Maunette Loeks-Van Patten 
AUDIO:  Jim Dorn 
ALTAR GUILD:  Deb Brown, Vicki Howell, 
Tracy Steele, Shari Copsey 

ORGANIST:  Rhonda Boettcher 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Brynlee & Madi 
Payne 
 

   
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Sunday,   December 4 

9 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible Study 
10 a.m. – Worship 

11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Tuesday,  December 6 

12 p.m. – Women’s Study 
1 p.m. – Quilting 

 
Wednesday,   December 7 
 12 p.m. – OWLs Luncheon 
5:30 p.m. – Social Ministry 

5:30 p.m. – JAM 
6 p.m. – Confirmation 

7 p.m. – Choir Practice 
 

Saturday,  December 10 
5:30 p.m. – Worship 

 
Sunday,  December 11 

9 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible Study 
10 a.m. – Worship/JAM Christmas 

Program 
11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 

Fellowship Hall 
 


