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KEY: ELW and any page number = Worship hymnal (cranberry),                          

OSB = Other Song Book (red), W&P = Worship & Praise (purple).                                                      

* Indicates please stand if able. Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type. 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

A Warm Welcome to all as we gather as God’s people to worship our Lord. We pray 
our worship together would strengthen your faith and desire to know and serve the One 
who loves us with an everlasting love as made known to us in Jesus Christ.  

 
Visitors, if you are worshipping with us today,  

we are glad to have you with us. Please join us again soon! 

 
Prelude Music                  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

☩WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS☩ 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. More and more 
candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World.  
God of Promise, come into our darkness. Renew your hope, your peace, your joy 
in us, for you alone bring life out of death. 
Receive God’s promise of hope from Psalm 28: Praise be to the Lord for he has heard 
my cry for mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield.  
My hearts trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give 
thanks to him in song.  
 

(Light the Candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy) 
 
 
Candle Lighting Song:                   “The Messiah”                                                vv. 3 
 

Someone’s shouting I am broken.  Someone’s shouting make me whole. 

Someone’s shouting come and change me.  Someone’s shouting save my soul.   
 

Chorus:  Messiah, Come and be our King. (repeat)  
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Opening Hymn:                             “He Came Down”                                     ELW #253 
 

1.  He came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

2.  He came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

3.  He came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

4.  He came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 
*Confession of Sins and Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

(All may make the sign of the cross ☩ the sign marked at baptism, as we begin) 

 
Jesus said, Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of this life, 
but watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time of trial. With 
confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

(Time for reflection and self-examination) 
 
Light of the world, 
Your patience with us is never ending. You have shown us wonders, yet we are so 
often complacent. You have showered us with mercy, yet we withhold mercy from 
others. You have given us everything, and we act as though we were entitled all 
along. Forgive us these and all our secret sins. You know our hearts; we implore 
you to make us whole again. Amen. 
 
As the world darkens, the light of Christ shines even brighter. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, receive the forgiveness of sin and walk in the light of Christ. May our hearts 
overflow with gratitude at the gift of God’s mercy, and may we also be merciful in our 
turn. In the name of Christ. Amen.  
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“Breath of Heaven”                                                                                                  Choir 
                                                                                                      Soloist - Marissa Wright 

 

”The Living Nativity” 

 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                           (congregation join) 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 
 

Chorus:  O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, 
light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father 

now in flesh appearing! 
 

(Repeat Chorus) 
 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                   (congregation join) 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Chorus: Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song? 

 

(Repeat Chorus) 
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“Away in a Manger” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
 

“Silent Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht 
Alles schlaeft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar 
Holder Knabe im lockingen Haar 

Schlaf in Himmlischer Ruh 
Schlaf in Himmlischer Ruh 

 
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”                                                            (congregation join) 
 

 
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
1. While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light.  Refrain 
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2. The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”                                                      (congregation join) 

 

We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

 

Chorus:  Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again; 

king forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.   

 
(Repeat Chorus) 

 
 

☩WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD☩ 

 
*Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



7 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
*Prayers of the Church: 
 

Each petition ends with: 
     God, in your mercy,….hear our prayer.  
 
The prayers conclude with:  
     …In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
*Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 

(You are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another) 
 

 
*Offertory Prayer 
 

Having offered ourselves and our gifts, let us pray… Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                       
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever, and ever.  Amen. 
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☩WE DEPART TO SERVE☩ 

 
*Benediction 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
“Joy to the World”                                                                            (congregation join) 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 

*Dismissal                            
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Copyright Permissions: Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103411.  

Music: He Came Down:  Text: Cameroon traditional ©Public Domain; O Come, All Ye Faithful Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. 
Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2, ©Public Domain; Angels We Have Heard on High: Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, 
The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 ©Public Domain; Away in a Manger: Text: North American, 19th cent. ©Public Domain; Silent Night, Holy 
Night!: Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885©Public Domain; Go Tell It on the Mountain Text: African American spiritual, 
refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. ©Public Domain; We Three Kings of Orient Are: Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 
©Public Domain; Joy to the World: Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, ©Public Domain 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers☩ 
Prayers for healing: Neal Blomenkamp, Jo Heidingsfelder, Marlene Downer, Joy 
Arnold (cancer— friend of Deb Brown), Marsha Bueide (stroke), Marj Nikont (covid), 
Randy Schafer (issues from another stroke), Marti Wegelin, Mary Jane Brown 
(stroke—Deb Brown’s mother-in-law), Becky Michael  (stage 1 breast cancer), Paul 
Bueide (recovering), Kevin Feil (sepsis & cancer—Lindsey Singer & Melissa Guerrero’s 
father), Patty (cancer—Jim Dorn’s sister-in-law), Mary Jo Haack (Becky Martin’s 
mother). 
 

Prayers for comfort and peace for: Family and friends of Mel Knoedler. 
 

Prayers for comfort and safety: Jeffery Christeleit (deployed—Brian & Jodi Christeleit’s 
son and Jim & Sheila Miller’s grandson), B.J. Carr (deployed to Poland—Dee Brady’s 
son-in-law). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR GIVING ONLINE 
Scan the QR code to the right, go to our website: 
www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff.org and click on the 
Give Online button OR download the Vanco Now 
App on your smartphone. It’s safe and secure.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

DECEMBER  FOOD DONATIONS REQUESTED 

FOOD PANTRY:  Packaged Cookies 

BACKPACKS:  Applesauce 

Containers are located outside Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks for your generosity. 

 

 

 

Linda Hauschild, 12/12; Brock Nikont, 12/14; Jim Zier, 12/14;  

Kolten Burgner, 12/16; Mary Ellen Kropp, 12/17; Janie Voss, 12/18;  

Jacey Cochran, 12/18 
 

If we have missed your birthday, please let the office know. Thanks. 

http://www.calvarylutheranscottsbluff/
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CLCW DECEMBER MISSION PROJECT:  

Angel Tree 
The Angel Tree is up! Paper ornaments are on the tree with 
first name, age, and gift idea. Names are from the Lakota 
Lutheran Center.  Please bring your gift NO LATER THAN 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16th.  Please see the December Tidings 
for more information. 

 

Wednesday, December 14th 

Christmas Caroling Party with JAM & EPIC! Meet at the 

church at 5:30pm - we will go caroling and spread 

Christmas cheer! We will return to the church for pizza! 

 

Drivers Needed for Ruth Harris 

Ruth Harris is in need of a few people to drive her to/from Sunday service from 

Emerald Court once a month. If interested in volunteering your time please 

contact the church office for more information.   

 
BELL RINGING FOR THE SALVATION ARMY 

We need a few more volunteers to ring bells for the Salvation Army at 
Safeway on Saturday, December 17th. The time slots still needed are        
1 and 2 pm.  If you are willing to volunteer, please stop or call the church 

office to sign up. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
We invite you to bring a poinsettia to decorate our sanctuary for 
Christmas.  If you would like to dedicate your poinsettia  in honor 
of or in memory of a loved one, forms will be available December 
1 outside the office door. The remembrances will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletins. Please bring your poinsettia anytime after 
December 18th and then stop by to pick it up after Christmas to 
enjoy at home.  
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Ecumenical Blue Christmas Service 
December 21st @ 7p.m.  

First United Methodist Church – 2002 4th Ave Scottsbluff  

A service for those for whom Christmas is not joyful; for those who are 
confronted with the loss of loved ones, feeling isolated and alone, perhaps even 
feeling depressed.  On this longest night of the year, we remember and place 
our hope in Christ.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

 

Pastor’s Sunday Morning Study 

You are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM from November 6 - 
December 18 as we go through "Aging Faithfully" by Alice Fryling. As 

many at Calvary Lutheran enter later seasons of life, questions of life and 
faith take on new meaning. Aging faithfully doesn't 'just happen,' but 
there are wise guides who have modelled the way into this uncharted 

land. The group will be facilitated by Pastor Brett.  
If interested, please sign up on the sheet outside the office so we can make 

sure to have enough study books. 
 
 

 

 
 

   
  

 

Give an unexpected gift this Christmas. Gifts that grow the church, fight hunger, and 

transform lives.  Meaningful gifts for everyone on your list. See the bulletin board next to 

the Fellowship Hall or visit https://goodgifts.elca.org/ for your gift options. 
 

 

Endowment Fund application forms are now available 
in the office. These funds may be used for outreach: 
Churchwide, Nebraska Synod, and local. The deadline is 
January 31, 2022. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Pastor Brett Vander Berg 
 

This Sunday –    December 11 
 
USHERS: Monty & Shari Copsey 
POWERPOINT: Andi Dorn 

ACOLYTES: Ayden Tompkins & Micaela Hess 

MEDIA: Maunette Loeks-Van Patten 
AUDIO:  Jim Dorn 
ALTAR GUILD:  Deb Brown, Vicki Howell, 
Tracy Steele, Shari Copsey 

ORGANIST:  Rhonda Boettcher 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Brynlee & Madi 
Payne 
 

Next Sunday – December 18 
 
USHERS: Kent & Dawn Holub 
LAY READER: Mary Jo Huelle 
HEAD COMMUNION ASST:  Barb Jensen 
COMMUNION ASSTS: Deb Brown 
POWERPOINT: Matt Payne 

ACOLYTES: Brynlee Payne 

MEDIA: Chris Jensen 
AUDIO:  Val Rahrs 
ALTAR GUILD:  Andi Dorn, Shelly Koehler 
PIANIST/ORGANIST:  Rhonda Boettcher 
COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP: Please sign up! 
 

   
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Sunday,   December 11 

9 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible Study 
10 a.m. – Worship/JAM Christmas 

Program 
11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Monday,  December 12 
2 p.m. – Priscilla Circle @  

Vicki Schmidt’s home 
6 p.m. – Council 

 
Tuesday,  December 13 
12 p.m. – Women’s Study 

1 p.m. – Quilting 
 

Wednesday,   December 14 
 5:30 p.m. – JAM/Confirmation/EPIC 

Christmas Caroling Party 
7 p.m. – Choir Practice 

 
Saturday,  December 17 

9 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Bell Ringing @ 
Safeway 

5:30 p.m. – Worship 
 

Sunday,  December 18 
9 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible Study 

10 a.m. – Worship 
11 a.m. – Coffee & Fellowship in 

Fellowship Hall 
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