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God is merciful and gracious, full of love.

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 18:21-35
Monday Genesis 50:15-21
Tuesday Romans 14:1-12
Wednesday 2 John 1:1-6
Thursday Lamentations 3:18-24 There is still hope
Friday 2 Peter 1:1-11
Saturday Psalm 103:1-13
Sunday Matthew 20:1-16

A parable about forgiveness
Joseph forgives his brothers
Do not judge one another
Truth and love

Do all you can to show God’s love
Thanksgiving for God’s goodness
Parable of the vineyard workers

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. Psalm 103:8 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
God of mercy and grace, give us hearts full of compassion, ready to forgive others as you have
forgiven us through Christ Jesus, who died that we may live. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God of abundant love, we thank you for this food that you give to us and to all. Help us to share
your goodness and mercy with others through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of mercy and grace who sustains you, give you joy.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
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Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e How do you respond when you are in conflict with a particular person or group?

® Jesus sets us free to love others. What does this mean to you?
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Read: Romans 14:1-12.
The world is divided in many ways. Countries are divided into parties and loyalties. Families can
be divided by strong and diverse views. Even congregations can be divided by different
viewpoints. Paul gives us a word that we need to hear today. We are to keep the main thing
the main thing, and that is this: Christ died to be the Lord of all. Therefore, why pass judgment
and despise those for whom Christ died? As the saying goes, “When you look into the eyes of
another, you are looking at someone God loves.” Be careful not to judge and condemn. As
Psalm 103:8 reminds us, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.” Our God who is slow to anger should be a strong caution to us not to be quick
to judge. Whether it is over diet, piety, political or economic convictions, our judgments will all
pass away, but God’s judgment is eternal, and that judgment is most clearly seen from the
cross of Christ. Jesus died for us that we may be set free to love others, in spite of our
differences.
Discuss: What relationship do you have with someone where you could use a kinder word to
reconcile that relationship through Christ our Lord?
Pray: Almighty and living God, help us to see beyond our self-righteous judgments of others
and to receive your forgiveness with joy and gladness through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week,
who in your life can you reach out to with a word or action that expresses forgiveness?
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Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers for throwing him in a pit and
selling him into slavery. Forgiving someone who has hurt you is not easy. Think or talk about a
time when you forgave someone or someone forgave you and how it may have changed your
relationship.
Pray: Dear Lord, help me to open my heart and mind to know when to forgive and when to
ask for forgiveness for my words or actions towards another. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



